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PRESS RELEASE – March 16, 2020 

Updates on New Bern Civic Theatre events and COVID-19 

Due to the COVID-19 virus, New Bern Civic Theatre will close the Athens Theater effective March 16 until March 31, 
2020 (this may be extended if the need arises). This was a difficult decision but the safety of our dedicated volunteers 
and audiences comes first. Our staff and a few volunteers will sterilize the theatre and offices. Staff will be available 
during business hours for phone calls only. The office is closed to foot traffic in order to reduce health risks.  

There are a lot of logistics involved with moving shows and stopping productions so please bear with us as we work to 
make these changes.  Please read on for details of upcoming events.   

Willy Wonka, Jr: All school and public performances are postponed until October. Specific dates and information for 
the reschedule will be released later. 

School performances: We will issue refunds to the schools that were scheduled to see the show and will contact 
teachers to reschedule in October once the logistics are solidified.    

Public performances: You will be able to exchange your tickets for the rescheduled dates when the information is 
available. If you are unable to transfer your tickets to October, we will happily issue a refund. However, we ask if you are 
unable to attend in October, please consider donating your ticket cost in lieu of a refund to cover unexpected expenses 
occurred during the COVID-19 pandemic precautions.   

We will use the following platforms to get the updated information to the public:  Facebook, website, emails, and press 
release.  We appreciate the hard work, dedication, and talent of our children in this show and their parents.  This was 
heartbreaking for the cast but they are ready to do their part in October knowing that the show always goes on.  

We:  A Coming of Age Festival (AUDITIONS) - The Saax Bradbury Players auditions scheduled this month 
will not be held at the Athens Theater; but we are accepting video submissions. Please record your monologue and song 
per the requirements from the Facebook page. Our choreographer, Gaby Cruz will post the dance segment in the next 
few days for you to learn and include in your video submissions. Abigail Oliver (director) will post instructions on how to 
upload and where to send your submissions on Facebook and Instagram. Please watch for these updates in the coming 
days.   

Drama Studio - Monday classes for Drama Studio will be postponed until further notice.   

We sincerely appreciate your patience during this time. The staff will be in the office during this time to answer any 
questions and to exchange tickets over the phone but the office is closed to foot traffic in order to reduce health risks. 
We can be reached at 252-633-0567 Tuesday through Friday, 10am to 4pm. You can also email Angelina Doyle, 
Executive Director at angelina@newberncivictheatre.org 

Thank you and we hope that this passes quickly and as safely as possible so we can all move on.   

 

 


